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Chalrmen, Jolnt Cormittes on atomic Snerpy

Inited Statas Nenate

Doar Sanetor MeMohons

fn June 19, 1952, 8 menber of your Committes called te
Wy attention a column by Jeseph and Stewart Alsop which
dppaared in The washington Post of June 18th and denlt with
anaqu information on the hydrogen bomb, It wae indisatad
that your Comatittes would bw interested in an evaluation of

this article from the e

arbiltrary amsumption that tha elatenents made in the aolnmn

curlty standpoint, based upon the

with regerd to the Hydrogen bomb ers, in tks medn, true,

(1) The ststus of United “tates resesare snd
davelopment on fusion WmEDOnE,

 {2) The schedule, location, ant sise of gtosie
and fusion testsy and

{3} Ourrent Hlltary slannine conesrning cprreiax
wwl tactics for atomie snd Puedon weenong,

it 1s, of course, a

matier for speoulation whather or

not the Seviets weuls regard this column s suthoritative, :
securate information on these points could have 2 dirset fmar-
ing on the peneral policies of the Soviet Tnlon, Horeover,

mich data le of materisl

agslztance to o country in concen.

trating ite diplomstic ang sdlitary afforts alone olenrlye
defined lines, rather than wisting efTort te counter qﬁgr
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ronaibtlitien and alternatives, I% can be satd without quaif.
Lfication that the Centra) Intelligence tgancy would consider
it extrenmely helpful 4f 4t ware able to gain acowrate or
authoritative infornation on the Soviet atomie and Mision
nrofrang sinilar to that contained 1n sniy ardiols,

Tther spasifie quastions which were rajsed in the imguiry
reforred to in the fipst Paragraph of this letter apres whethey
tide artiels sontaing information of a paerat and claseified
tebiurey shat olamedfiontion it shenld be riven; ard shether the
dlaclomsure of sueh information ts unauthorized serpors would
torabitute & violadtnn e law,

I need not tall you that the basie problan of elassifie
cation of meterial im the field of asenic enerey iz o
responsibility of the Atomic Eneryy Commimsion, therafors T
have not coversd thia agpect of the @uery. I suggest that
the Department of Nefense wemld alge be competent Lo express
& view on whether the eolumn in questioen tentaing claselfied
inforsation, the disclosure of which would be injurious to
the seonrity af 4he nation, and that any question of o violation
of law In sormmetion with this publication would be o natter
for detersination by the Nepartrment of Justica,

“incersiy,

SIGNED

“altar B, amith
Slreoter

OSI/NED: vto (Rewritten 1EB1 jd ~ 5 July)
Rewritten:O/DCIeHBSmith/dr - 7 July 52
Distribution:
Orig & 1 - Addressee i
2 =« Sirnepr /w/ﬁq.a_c_ ,
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